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of the Company abroad (1579) x- They thus retained their
foothold in Germany, and the League set to work to drive
them from Emden as it had driven them from Hamburg.
It availed itself of the fact that Emden was an imperial city
to approach the Diet at Augsburg with the demand that the
fellowship should be expelled from the Empire : and a decree
was issued in its favour (1582) on the plea that the Merchant
Adventurers had deprived the Hansards of their privileges
in England in order to concentrate the cloth trade in their
own hands *. The Count of East Friesland was ordered by
the Emperor to banish the Company from his country, but
the Count had no inclination to sacrifice a lucrative traffic
and eventually the Emperor, recognizing that the Augsburg
decree would injure German trade, suspended its operation 3.
None the less Emden failed to meet the requirements of Their
the Merchant Adventurers and they retired from it in 1587. %%£* <*
The explanation given by the official historian of the Company
is that the advance of the Duke of Parma made their position
insecure 4, yet he alludes to ( other urgent causes ', and the
fact that individual merchants were finding their way to the
South of Germany5 indicates that Emden was not proving
a satisfactory centre of trade. The rulers of Poland, Den-
mark and Brunswick all angled for the settlement of the
Merchant Adventurers in their country 6; and in 1586 there
seemed a possibility of a return to Hamburg, which was the
real objective of the Company, since the Senate invited the
Merchant Adventurers to resume their former residency 7.
1	They were settled there by 1580: Acts of the Privy Council, 1578-1580,
p. 440,  The decree passed in 1579 is printed in York Merchant Adventurers,
207. The northern seaports had traded with Emden while the Company was
still at Hamburg, and a protest against this was made in 1571: ibid. 186.
2	State Papers Foreign, 1583, and Addenda, p. 640 ; Wheeler, A Treatise
of Commerce (1601), 47, 65.
3	State Papers Foreign, 1579-1580, pp. 364 seq. ;  1581-1582, pp. 154
seq. ;  1583 and Addenda, p. 640 ; 1583-1584, pp. 513, 517-518.
4	Wheeler, A  Treatise of Commerce (1601), 47.    The Scheldt being
" possessed by the enemy, the merchants of Italy and Germany neither
bring their goods nor send to buy English commodities there " : State Papers
Foreign, 1586-1587, p. 118.
5	E.g. Nuremberg : Wheeler, A Treatise of Commerce (1601), 51.
ft State Papers Foreign, 1584-1585, pp. 452, 481, 512.
7 State Papers Domestic, 1595-1597, p. 123. For the protracted negotia-
tions with Hamburg, see State Papers Foreign, 1586-1588, pp. 68-71,
74-76, 102, 314-315* 320-3^1* 348-349, 365-366, 398-408, 429, 45^-460.

